Anesthetics.
THE TREATMENT OF AN IMPENDING CALAMITY.
The ideal treatment of grave difficulties during the exhibition of anaesthetic drugs is naturally the prophylactic. Both teachers and text-books rightly press home this point with the greatest possible emphasis, for it is far more important than the curative treatment of that which has already occurred. But however practised and careful the anaesthetist may be, it is certain that at intervals, which usually become rarer as experience increases, he will be confronted with the necessity for taking active measures to avert disaster. There are two broad principles by which the anaesthetist must rule his conduct whenever the condition of his patient gives rise to anxiety. He 
